W I G T O W N F E S T I VA L C O M PA N Y P R E S E N T S

Rules

2016

• Poems must not be previously published, accepted for publication or currently entered into
another competition. If your poem is published elsewhere between being submitted for this
competition and Friday 12th August 2016 when winners will be notified, it must be withdrawn from
Wigtown Poetry Competition by emailing: mail@wigtownbookfestival.com.
• All poems are judged anonymously and the name of the poet must not appear on the manuscript.
• Each poem must be typed on a separate sheet of paper and clearly state which part(s) of the
competition it is entered for (Main Prize, Scottish Gaelic or Scots).
• The same poem can be entered for more than one part of the competition but it must be typed
up separately for each part and counted as a separate entry.
• Poems must not exceed 40 lines (not including title).

• The competition is open to anyone throughout and outside the United Kingdom.
• There is no restriction on the number of poems submitted by each applicant to each category of
the competition, provided the appropriate entry fee is included.
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• Entries may be in English, Scottish Gaelic or Scots.
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• All entrants must be 16 years of age or over.

In association with Saltire Society, Scottish Poetry Library and The Gaelic Books Council
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• For postal entries please include two copies of each poem submitted.

YEARS

Main Prize £1500
Runner-up Prize £400
Eight additional prizes of £25 each
Judge: John Glenday

• Competition entries cannot be returned.
• Alterations cannot be made to poems once they have been submitted.
• All Main Prize Entries will be read initially by the Scottish Poetry Library who will create a short
leet prior to the final judging.
• Closing date for entries is Friday 27th May 2016. No entries will be accepted after this date.
• Winners will be notified by Friday 12th August 2016. Winners will be listed on the Wigtown Book
Festival website from Friday 16th September 2016. The judges’ decision is final and no
correspondence will be entered into.
• No employee or board member of Wigtown Festival Company, Saltire Society, Scottish Poetry
Library or The Gaelic Books Council, may enter the competition.
• The copyright of each poem remains with the author. The authors of the winning poems grant
Wigtown Festival Company the right to use the poems, including in Southlight Magazine, for
one year from 16th September 2016.

Scottish Gaelic Prize £250
Judge: Catriona Lexy Campbell

Scots Prize £250
Judge: Sheila Templeton
For more information or to enter online visit:
www.wigtownbookfestival.com/poetrycomp
www.facebook.com/WigtownPoetryComp or telephone 01988 402036

Scotland’s International Poetry Prize, Open to All
Wigtown became Scotland’s National Book Town in 1998, a mecca for booklovers drawn to this beautiful
part of southwest Scotland by its secondhand bookshops. In January 2012, it was also designated
Scotland’s most creative small town in the inaugural Creative Place Awards. www.wigtown-booktown.co.uk
Now in its 18th year, Wigtown Book Festival takes place from 23rd September to 2nd October 2016
www.wigtownbookfestival.com

Fee Structure
The first poem submitted costs £6.50
Multiple entries: the first three poems cost a total of £17.00.
Each subsequent entry after the first three costs £5 or a total of £12 for every additional
block of 3, ie:
1 poem £6.50; 2 poems £13; 3 poems £17; 4 poems £22; 5 poems £27; 6 poems £29;
7 poems £34; 8 poems £39; 9 poems £41; 10 poems £46; 11 poems £51; 12 poems £53 etc.

THE JUDGES

Main Category: John Glenday
John Glenday lives in the Scottish Highlands. His first collection, The
Apple Ghost won a Scottish Arts Council Book Award and his second,
Undark, was a Poetry Book Society Recommendation. His third collection,
Grain (Picador, 2009) was also a Poetry Book Society Recommendation
and was shortlisted for both the Ted Hughes Award and the Griffin
International Poetry Prize. His fourth collection, The Golden Mean, was
published by Picador in September 2015. He was a judge for the 2011
National Poetry Competition, and sits on the Board of the Moniack Mhor
Writers’ Centre.

2016 Entry Form
Name:
Email:
Address:
Post Code:
Telephone (Daytime):

Mobile:

Category (please tick)

Title(s) of Poem(s)

Main

Scottish
Gaelic
Gaelic

Scots

Scottish Gaelic Category: Catriona Lexy Campbell
Catriona Lexy Campbell is from the Isle of Lewis but spent much of her
life in Plockton, Lochalsh. She has worked as a theatre artist, actor and
writer for many years, primarily in her native Gaelic. She has five published
novels and has two further novels pending this year. She was the first
Gaelic Associate Artist with the National Theatre of Scotland in 2011 and
her first radio play for the BBC, based on her novel Samhraidhean Diomhair,
was broadcast in December 2012. She was the Writer in Residence at
Sabhal Mòr Ostaig in 2013. She is an Associate Artist with Theatre Gu Leòr
and her first play, Doras Dùinte, was produced by Theatre Galore and toured
in 2014. Her most recent novel for adults, Cluicheadaran, was published in 2014. She is currently
completing her trilogy for young adults, An t-Ionnsachadh Bòidheach (Acair) and working on a stage
adaptation of her father, Tormod Caimbeul’s novel, Shrapnel, which will tour in March 2016.

Total number of poems entered:

Total Payment:

Please make cheques payable to Wigtown Festival Company (see overleaf for fee structure)
To pay by credit or debit card:
Visa / Mastercard / Delta / Maestro (please delete as appropriate)

Scots Category: Sheila Templeton

Name on Card:

Sheila Templeton was raised mostly in Aberdeenshire, with a few years
in East Africa. She now lives in Glasgow and writes in both Scots and
English with a particular emphasis on the Doric Scots of her childhood:
“There’s a juiciness in Scots which is just not available in English”. She won the
McCash Scots Language poetry competition in 2007 and 2014 and the
Robert McLellan poetry competition in 2007. In 2009/10 she was the Makar
for the Federation of Writers, Scotland. Her poetry collections to date are:
Slow Road Home Makar Press, 2004; Digging For Light New Voices Press, 2011;
Tender is the North Red Squirrel Press, 2013.Two further collections are
scheduled for publication in 2016, a translation collaboration with two other poets due in May by
Tapsalteerie Press and another full collection in September by Red Squirrel Press.

Card Number:
Valid from:

/

Expiry:

Issue Number (Maestro):

/

Three Digit Security Code:
Please send to:

Wigtown Poetry Competition, Wigtown Festival Company,
County Buildings, Wigtown, DG8 9JH.
If you would prefer your details not to be added to the Wigtown Festival Company database
to receive future information about the poetry competition and festival activities, please tick here
Wigtown Festival Company, County Buildings, Wigtown DG8 9JH Email: mail@wigtownbookfestival.com
Company Number: SC317495

Scottish Charity Number: SC037984

